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Prohibited secret political societies. 

Moved the legislative convening date from November of even-numbered years to January of odd-

numbered years. 

Fixed in the constitution for the first time the rate of legislative compensation. 

Called for legislation establishing a state Department of Agriculture. 

Abandoned the simplicity and uniformity of the 1868 court system by giving the General Assembly the 

power to determine the jurisdiction of all courts below the Supreme Court and establish such courts 

inferior to the Supreme Court as it might see fit. 

Reduced the Supreme Court from five to three members. 

Required Superior Court judges to rotate among all judicial districts of the state. 

Disqualified for voting persons guilty of certain crimes. 

Established a one-year residency requirement for voting. 

Required non-discriminatory racial segregation in the public schools. 

Gave the General Assembly full power to revise or abolish the form and powers of county and township 

governments. 

Simplified the procedure for constitutional amendment by providing that the General Assembly might, 

by act adopted by three-fifths of each house at one legislative session, submit an amendment to the 

voters of the state (thus eliminating the former requirement of enactment by two successive sessions of 

the General Assembly). 



Given the governor veto power. 

Given the power to make all rules of practice and procedure in the courts inferior to the Supreme Court 

to a judicial council composed of all the judges of the Supreme and Superior Courts. 

Required the creation of inferior courts by general laws only. 

Removed most of the limitations on the taxing powers of the General Assembly. 

Required the General Assembly to provide for the organization and powers of local governments by 

general law only. 

Established an appointive state Board of Education with general supervision over the public school 

system. 

Established an enlightened policy of state responsibil ity for the maintenance of educational, charitable 

and reformatory institutions and programs. 

Authorizing the classification of property for taxation. 

Strengthening the limitations upon public debt. 

Authorizing the General Assembly to enlarge the Supreme Court, divide the State into judicial divisions, 

increase the number of Superior Court judges and create a Department of Justice under the Attorney 

General. 

Enlarging the Council of State by three members. 

Creating a new, appointive State Board of Education with general supervision of the schools. 

Permitting women to serve as jurors. 

Transferring the governorãs power to assign judges to the Chief Justice of the Supreme Court and his 

parole power to a Board of Paroles. 

Permitting the waiver of indictment in non-capital cases. 

Raising the compensation of General Assembly members and authorizing legislative expense allowances. 

Increasing the general purpose property tax levy limitation and the maximum income tax rate. 



Authorizing the closing of public schools on a local option basis and the payment of educational expense 

grants in certain cases. 



Provided for the automatic decennial reapportionment of the House of Representatives. 

Clarified the provisions for succession to elective state executive offices and disabil ity determination. 

Authorized a reduction in the in-state residence period for voters for President. 

Allowed increases in the compensation of elected state executive officers during their terms. 

Required that the power of the General Assembly to classify and exempt property for taxation be 

exercised by it alone and only on a uniform, statewide basis. 







Prohibited all forms of capitation or poll tax. 

Authorized the General Assembly to enact laws empowering counties, cities and towns to establish 

special taxing districts less extensive in area than the entire county or city in order to finance the 

provision within those special districts of a higher level of governmental service than that available in 

the unit at large, either by supplementing existing services or providing services not otherwise available. 

This provision eliminated the previous necessity of creating a new, independent governmental unit to 

accomplish the same result. 

Provided that the General Assembly, acting on a uniform, statewide basis, should make the final 

determination of whether voters must approve the levy of property taxes or the borrowing of money to 

finance particular activities of local government. For a century, the constitution had required that the 

levying of taxes and the borrowing of money by local government be approved by a vote of the people of 

the unit, unless the money was to be used for a ànecessary expense.á The judiciary, not the General 

Assembly, was the final arbiter of what was a ànecessary expense,á and the Supreme Court tended to 

take a rather restrictive view of necessity. The determination of what types of public expenditures 

should require voter approval and what types should be made by a governing board on its own authority 

was found by the General Assembly to be a legislative and not a judicial matter. The Finance 

Amendment hewed to this finding. 



Authorized state and local government units to enter into contracts with and appropriate money to 

private entities àfor the accomplishment of public purposes only.á This was designed to facil itate 

cooperative endeavors by government and the private sector for public purposes. 

Defined the various forms of public financial obligations more precisely than in the previous 

constitution, with the general effect of requiring voter approval only for the issuance of general 

obligation bonds and notes or for governmental guarantees of the debts of private persons or 

organizations. The General Assembly was directed to regulate by general law (permitting classified but 

not local acts) the contracting of debt by local governments. 

Retained the existing limitation that state and local governments may not, without voter approval, 

borrow more than the equivalent of two-thirds of the amount by which the unitãs indebtedness was 

reduced during the last fiscal period, except for purposes listed in the constitution. This l ist was 

lengthened to include àemergencies immediately threatening public health or safety.á 

Retained unchanged the provisions governing the classification and exemption of property for purposes 

of property taxation. 

Omitted the limitation of 20¢ per $100 of valuation previously imposed on the general county property 

tax. 

Set the constitutionally-specified voting age at 18 years. 

Required the General Assembly to set maximum age limits for service as justices and judges of the state 

courts. 

Authorized the General Assembly to prescribe procedures for the censure and removal of state judges 

and justices. 

Added to the constitution a statement of policy with regard to the conservation and protection of natural 

resources. 

Limited the authority of the General Assembly to incorporate cities and towns within close proximity of 

existing municipalities. 



Required that the state operate on a balanced budget at all times. 

Extended to widowers (as well as to widows) the benefit of the homestead exemption. 

Allowed a woman (as well as a man) to insure her l ife for the benefit of her spouse or children free from 

all claims of the insuredãs creditors or of her (or his) estate. 

Authorized municipalities owning or operating electric power facil ities to do so jointly with other public 

or private power organizations and to issue electric system revenue bonds to finance such facil ities. 

Extending the terms of all members of the General Assembly from two to four years. 

Authorizing the General Assembly to empower public agencies to develop new and existing seaports and 

airports and to finance and refinance seaport, airport and related commercial and industrial facil ities for 

public and private parties. 

Authorizing the General Assembly to empower a state agency to issue tax-exempt bonds to finance 

facil ities for private institutions of higher education. 



Authorized legislation enabling state and local governments to develop seaports and airports and to 

participate jointly with other public agencies and with private parties and issue tax-exempt bonds for 

that purpose. 

Authorized the state to issue tax-exempt bonds to finance or refinance private college facil ities. 

Provided that when a vacancy occurs among the eight elected state executive officers (not including the 

governor and lieutenant governor) or elected judges and justices more than 60 days (it had been 30 

days) before a general election, the vacancy must be fi l led at that election. 

Ended North Carolinaãs unique status as the only state in the Union that did not allow its governor to 

veto legislation enacted by the state legislature. Since January 1, 1997, the governor may veto ordinary 

statewide legislation enacted by the General Assembly. His veto may, however, be overridden by a vote 

of 3/5 of the members present and voting in both houses of the legislature. 

Expanded the types of punishments that state courts may impose on persons convicted of crimes 

without their consent. This amendment strengthens the basis for more modern forms of punishment, 

such as probation and community service, not previously authorized by the state constitution. 

Assured victims of crime (as defined by the General Assembly) of certain rights, such as the right to be 

informed about and attend court proceedings held with respect to the accused. 



 


